
1 

 

A Report of a Workshop  

On  

Importance of Geography in National Development and its Teaching and 

Research in Higher Education in Nepal 

Organized by 

Central Department of Geography, Tribhuvan University with financial 

support from University Grant Commission on Asad 19 -20, 2074 at Hotel 

Hillside, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal 

 

 

 

Submitted to 

University Grand Commission 

Sanothimi, Bhaktapur 

 

 

 

By 

Central Department of Geography 

Tribhuvan University 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Asad 22, 2074 

 



2 

 

Introduction 

The Central Department of Geography with support from University Grant Commission 

organized a two day workshop entitled Importance of Geography in National 

Development and its Teaching and Research in Higher Education in Nepal on 19-20 Asad, 

2074 ( 3-4 July, 2017) in Hotel Hillside, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal. The main objectives 

of the workshop was to understand the constraints, gaps and opportunities of Geography 

teaching and research in Nepal and identify the ways to attract students and other 

stakeholder in geography education from non-formal education to school and 

universities.  

A total of 91 participants, including faculty members of constituent campuses located in 

different parts of the country, from Tribhuvan University, Pokhara University, Kathmandu 

University, and Far-Western University; representative from the Ministry of Education 

and the geographers working in the government services, and journalist were 

participated in the workshop (The name of the participants and their affiliated institution 

is given in annex 1. The program of the workshop is given in annex 2. Similarly, copy of 

key note speech; points raised during remark speech, presentation during technical 

session, and issues raised during the group work and photographs taken during the 

workshop are given in Annex 3, 4, 5, 6,7)   

Based on the key note speech delivered by Prof. Dr. Pitamber Sharma, Former Vice-

Charman of National Planning Commission; remarks from Chief Guest of the Inaugural 

Session – Prof. Upendra Man Malla, Former Member of National Planning Commission, 

Mr. Tuk Raj Sigdel, Member of Parliament, Mr Y. P. Acharya, representatives of the 

Ministry of Education, Prof Dr. Indra Tiwari, Dean, Faculties of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Pokhara University; Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal, Head, Central Department of 

Geography, and Prof. Ram Kumar Pandey and Prof. Dr. Padma Chandra Poudel, senior 

Geographers; paper presented in Technical Session by Prof. Dr. Bhim Prasad Subedi, Prof. 

Dr. Krishna Prasad Poudel, Mr. Rajeev Upadhyaya, Prof. Dr. Indra Tiwari, Prof. Dr. 

Narendra Raj Khanal, Prof. Mahesh Parajuli, Dean, Kathmandu University (his materials 

was presented by Prof. Narendra Raj Khanal since he was unable to be present in the 

workshop); and Group work and discussion in the plenary session; and remarks during 

the closing session from Prof. Dr. Shiva Lal Bhusal, Dean, Faculties of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Tribhuvan University, Prof. Upendra Man Malla, Prof. Ram Kumar 

Pandey, Prof. Dr. Bhim Prasad Subedi, and Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal, Head Central 

Department of Geography, the following recommendations were forwarded. 

The two days conference became very much helpful in understanding the opportunities 

and challenges of Geography teaching and research in Nepal. In addition to a keynote 

speech, six thematic papers were presented covering the objectives of the programs. The 

second day of the workshop was devoted in group discussions. The discussion was 

organized around the specific issues. The participants were divided into three groups 



3 

 

based on their interest for the group discussion and it was led by the group leader and a 

facilitator.  

Findings of the workshop 

The findings of the workshop are divided into 4 groups – General and policy level; 

Master’s level; Bachelor Level; and Schools and Higher Secondary level. 

 General and Policy Level Issues and Recommendation 

 Design/reformat and implement geographic courses in two wings – social 

science and pure science. The education policy of the government has given 

priority to science and technology and the discipline of geography is placed under 

the  social science. It has not yet been understood and realized the fact that 

geography is the science of synthesis that it integrates the knowledge from 

various fields of studies of both natural science and social science. It is one of the 

fields of studies that apply the most advanced scientific methods and tools. With 

the advancement of science and technology, the methods and tools of 

generating high resolution temporal and spatial geographic information – such as 

space technology for remotely sensed information that is available from satellite 

images, GPS (Geographic Positioning System) for ground surveying and drone 

(unmanned vehicle) for local level surveying, the field of geography is not limited 

to the study of social science only. With the introduction of computer based 

geographic information analysis system which is known as Geographic 

Information System (GIS) has made it possible to integrate spatial data with 

attribute data and analyze it with high temporal and spatial resolution. 

Generation and analysis of geographic information is very important for the 

assessment of natural resources and environment, spatial planning, disaster 

management planning and overall sustainable development from holistic 

perspective at different levels – local, national and regional. This strength of 

geography has not yet been recognized in the policies of education and 

employment (government services). In many countries geography is taken as 

social studies as well as science.  It is recommended that there should be 

provision of granting science degree to those who comes from Bachelor in 

science background and arts for those who comes from Bachelor in humanities 

and social sciences including Bachelor in management background. 

 Design geography courses around relevant contemporary issues. 

Though geography courses at Masters Level are updated keeping in view 

the contemporary issues such as climate change, disasters risk 

management,  urbanization and migration, tourism, land use planning 

and GIS and Remote Sensing have been introduced to some extent. Still, 

there is scope of introducing courses such as local level land use 

planning, geography of globalization, green development, tourism 

planning for local development, natural resource conservation, ecological 
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studies, political geography of the Himalayas, and geography of 

federalism. Specific courses in thematic data analysis may be some of the 

relevant areas for designing new courses or tinkering with old ones. The 

semester system should give more autonomy to teachers in designing 

courses as per the needs of contemporary society and market. Courses 

with contemporary relevance can be designed only when the 

bureaucracy associated with new course design and approval is made 

friendlier with faculties who are responsible for teaching. 

 Link geography courses with field studies. Field studies are a key 

strength of the discipline in which theoretical knowledge can be applied 

and verified.  Interaction with nature and the people gives a better 

insight to students and the researchers. This has always been a particular 

strength of geography as a discipline. Innovative ways of linking field 

work with class work and problem-solving approach can be devised to 

strengthen geography as a ‘hands-on’ discipline. 

 Develop joint courses. There are a number of areas where joint courses 

can be designed in the earth sciences, particularly, physical geography, 

geology, meteorology, hydrology and environmental sciences. Such 

courses can also utilize existing faculty to the optimum level. In aspects 

of human geography joint courses can be designed potentially with the 

departments of sociology, anthropology, economics, political science, 

rural development, population studies and so on. Tribhuvan University 

has offered the opportunity for credit transfer. Once, the areas for joint 

courses are identified and developed, those credits can be transferred 

from one department to another. This will give a better opportunity to 

select various subject of interest to students having various methods and 

techniques that they can use in their career development. 

 Encourage and promote Nepal-relevant research. The higher level of 

studies in Nepal has not properly centralized the courses on the studies 

of Nepal. Research has not been a priority in the Central Department of 

Geography or any other department at Tribhuvan University. Research is 

more incidental than intentional unless some joint programme makes it 

imperative. It is ironic that at a time when there are more potential 

funders of geographical and developmental research. The history of 

geography reveals that it is through explorations, large and small, and 

through the interpretation and reinterpretation of the dynamics of 

human-space interaction that geography has remained at the forefront 

of the knowledge enterprise. Changing environments and demographics, 

changing cultures, habitats and economies and consequent changes in 

relationships present the geographer with a plethora of research themes 

in Nepal that can be explored through a variety of theoretic lenses.  
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Linkages need to be cultivated with key development organizations such 

as the National Planning Commission and sectoral development agencies 

as well as Provincial governments in the future for facilitating applied 

research oriented towards specific policy and programme goals. Post-

graduate departments of geography have to evolve as the focus of 

research in their own right. The leadership of the departments should be 

judged on that basis. 

 Develop and sustain linkages. In the past decades, the central 

department has made commendable efforts to develop academic 

exchange and collaborative research with Universities notably in Norway, 

Switzerland, France, Austria, UK, China, and Australia. Many graduates 

have immensely benefitted from it. This has to be strengthened and 

taken forward on an institutional basis. Outside linkages can bring fresh 

and novel ideas as well as resources and expose both the faculty and the 

students to the new frontiers of geographical research, methodology and 

teaching.   

 

 Building a sense of community. Institutional research requires a cohesive 

and cooperative, learning-sharing environment in the departments. All 

academic institutions everywhere have a sense of quiet competition and 

rivalry. But when the rivalry reaches levels of negativity all concerned – 

the faculty, the students, the department and the general image 

projected to the outside world – suffer. The department has to guard 

itself against this tendency by being more open, transparent, and 

objective and forward looking, taking relevant ideas irrespective of 

source and discarding practices that hinder cooperation and 

collaboration. Institutions cannot deliver effectively or prosper 

sustainably without building a sense of community.  

 

 Visibility. Visibility could another component to sustain geography as a 

discipline, visibility – in academia and intellectual discourse, and in the 

public space at large dealing with issues of public relevance – is 

extremely important. 

In academia, it could be developed through seminars, workshops, 

thematic brain storming etc those ideas can be presented, churned, 

critiqued and contested. This tradition is largely absent in the academic 

environment of higher education in Nepal and needs to be established. 

The importance of publication cannot be under-emphasised. As the 

saying goes an institution is only as good and as relevant as its latest 

publication. The life of academic journals in geography has been erratic 

at best, and largely unpredictable both in terms of periodicity, review and 
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quality. The departments in Kirtipur and Pokhara bring out their journals 

occasionally but attention to quality has often been maintained. 

An important aspect of visibility is to show how geographical modes of 

analysis can help to address issues of development both at the popular 

level as well as at the level of policies and programmes. Therefore, in 

addition to academic, to make geography relevant to the wider world, 

geographers have also to venture as public intellectuals offering their 

reasoned perspectives on national and regional issues. 

 Creation of Public Awareness of Geography and Diversity: It is necessary 

to create public awareness of geography and diversity of Nepal by 

organizing and celebrating Geography Awareness Day as commonly 

performed as geography awareness week in the United States 

 Periodic survey of the level of basic geographic knowledge. It is also 

necessary to carry out periodic survey on the level of basic geographic 

knowledge at the school and college levels (both the students and 

teachers) as well as among the policy and decision makers at national and 

local level.  

 Political endorsement of the idea of observing geography awareness. 

Since geography has strength for spatial planning in various themes of 

management such as environment, natural resources, disaster risk, 

transportation. The knowledge of geography is very important to policy 

and decision makers. So, days/week exposure interaction with the Federal 

Parliament is useful. It should be formally recognized and endorsed by the 

Federal Parliament to observe geography day every year. 

 Design and implement courses on geo-spatial study as vocational/technical 

subject. The course should consists instrumental surveying including Geographic 

Positioning System (GPS) for mapping and use of Geographic Information System 

(GIS) for mapping and the analysis of data by linking spatial and non-spatial 

geographic data. It would be useful to render such knowledge and skills for 

authorities of local body (VDC/Municipality), and private sectors like FNCCI, HAN, 

TAN etc. 

 Organization of exposure visit. It is also necessary to organize exposure and 

interaction visit among geographers. 

 Establishment of vertical and lateral linkages between different levels of 

education. The courses on environment portion under Population and 

Environment within social studies which is also a part of geography is separately 

treated as science in many other countries. In higher education, environment is 

under institute of science. It should be reviewed. 
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 Organization of interactive program among relevant departments of other 

discipline. It is necessary to understand the opportunities and contrarians in 

developing joint courses and the use of geographic knowledge among different 

disciplines. 

 Interaction with local bodies.  Geographer has strength to assess resources, 

develop management plan from holistic approach using geographic information 

system. So, they can be instrumental for the preparation of local level 

development and disaster risk management plan. For this, it is necessary to 

establish the linkages with local bodies and discuss about the expertise for 

development of local plan. It will also help to generate resources and contribute 

in local and national development 

 Development of non-credit programs and organization of training/interaction 

program. It will help to create awareness about geography, use geographical 

knowledge in development planning and recognize the role of geographer in 

local and national development in sustained way. 

 Make geography as a discipline more accessible. Offer geography as an 

optional in undergraduate sciences programmes. Devise concise courses 

in geographical concepts for those entering geography from other fields. 

The holier than thou attitude has to be discarded. 

 

 

 Master’s level 

 Market survey for selection of relevant course at Master’s Level in 

Geography  

 Development and implementation of internship system before completion of 

Master’s degree 

 Organization of lecture class/ interaction program from experts in relevant field 

as guest lecturer. 

 Emphasis on field studies for courses in Master Level 

 Bachelor Level 

 Timely revision in course structure and content in Bachelor level courses. 

 Restructuring of course placement from general to complex. Since the 

geography in Bachelor Level is open to all the subjects. The general courses such 

as Geography of Nepal and Settlement Geography should be placed in the first 

year and geomorphology and climatology should be placed in later year. Courses 

such as Geographical Thought and GIS and RS should be made compulsory. Like 
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wise there is a need to have basic knowledge of geology and its should be 

embedded with geomorphology. 

 Refresher training for teachers teaching in Bachelor Level. It is needed after 

each revision of the course. 

 School and Higher Secondary Level 

 Inclusion of geography as independent subject in school level. Exclusion 

of geography as a specific subject or discipline in the school curricula after 

the introduction of the New Education System Plan in 1971 led to the 

unraveling of the discipline and its prioritized importance in school 

education in general. This had a cascading effect on geography as a 

discipline in post-school education. It is claimed that the social sciences 

curricula in school education suffered as a result. A special task force led 

by the Nepal Geographical Society or the Central Department of 

Geography (including school level geography teachers and those engaged 

in the preparation of the modules of geography in school-level Social 

Studies curricula) be constituted to examine this issue and come up with 

suggestions to improve the situation and propose alternative courses of 

action.  

 Make aware of the role of geography among policy makers. Important to 

make aware the policy makers and planners about the role of geography 

in cultivating the idea of nationality to the young students so that they 

have the feeling of nation, nationality. Such ideas to citizens are very 

important in the survival of a nation. Thus, geography teaching and 

learning has a broader goal beyond merely getting job to few individuals. 

 Provision for teaching geography by a geographer. The enthusiasm and 

inquisitiveness aroused in the student by an effective teacher can be the 

critical motivator attracting students to geography in the post-school 

education system. Geography within social studies is commonly taught by 

non-geographer without having knowledge of map production and 

reading. This is one of the reasons making geography as uninteresting and 

irrelevant subject. It is in this context, either geography should be taught 

by a geographer or there should be training for non-geographer teachers 

before teaching geography. 

 Vertical integration of school curricula. In some cases the curricula of geography 

within social studies seems complex to simple. For example globe to local. It 

should be local to global context. Another example is teaching geography of India 

first in lower class and Nepal in higher class. 
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 Misleading message in school curricula. In some cases, the geographic 

perspective is missing. For example, house is given as example for mapping which 

is simply a drawing not mapping. It seems that the course is designed by a non-

geographer. 

 Standardization of text book for school. Misleading messages of geography and 

inconsistencies in the use of terminologies shows that there is a need to 

standardize text book through discussion and involvement of a group 

geographers 

 Production and use of locally available lows cost teaching materials for school. 

 Combination of optional group. Current combination of optional group courses 

does not provide opportunity to take geography. For example geography and 

computer sciences are in one optional group of choices. 

 Inclusion of field study in school and higher secondary level curricula 

It is also recommended to continue activities for effective implementation of the above given 

recommendations by forming working groups in different thematic areas.  
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Annex 2: Workshop Program 

Workshop Program  

Importance of Geography in National Development and Its Teaching and Research at Higher Education 
in Nepal 

July 3-4, 2017, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Hotel Hill Side, Kirtipur, Kathmandu 
 

Time  Day one 
Masters of Ceremony: Dr. Prem 

Sagar Chapagain 

8:30-9:00 
Registration, tea and coffee 
  

9:00- 9:05 Session Chairman, Chairman of the organizing committee 
Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal, 
HOD, CDGTU 

 9:05-9:10 
Dignitaries to dais: Chief guest, guests, and paper presentators 
  

9.10-9.15 Welcome speech Prof. Dr.  Hriday Lal Koirala, 

9:15 - 9:25 
Inauguration with lighting of lamp by Chief Guest and 
Remarks 

Prof. Upendra Man Malla, Former 
Dean, Former Member of National 
Planning Commission 

9:25 - 9:55 Keynote speech 
Prof. Dr. Pitamber Sharma, Former 
Vice-Chairman of National Planning 
Commission 

  Remarks from key participants  

 Prof. Ram KUmar Pandey Geographer 

 Mr. Tuka Raj Sigdel Member of Parliament 

 Mr Y. P. Acharya 
Representative from the Ministry of 
Education 

 Prof. Dr.  Indra Tiwari 
Dean, Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Pokhara University 

 Vote of Thanks Prof. Dr. Pashupati Nepal 

 Remarks and closing of Inaugural Session 
Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal, 
Chair of the opening session 

 12:00-1:00 Launch  

  Technical Session - I  

  Session Chair:  Prof. Upendra Man Malla 

  Paper presentation  

 1:00-1:40 
Contribution of Geography and Geographers in the 
Development of Nepal 

 Prof. Dr.  Bhim P Subedi 

 1:40-2:20 Geography Teaching in Schools and Higher Education 
 Prof. Dr.  Devendra B Lamichhane/ 
Mr. Rajeev Upadhyaya (Presentator) 

 2:20-2:35 Tea, office   

2:35-3:15 
Opportunities and Challenges of Geography Education 
in Nepal 

 Prof. Dr. Krishna P Poudel 

 3:15-3:55 Geography in Higher Education  Prof. Dr.  Indra Tiwari 

 3:55-4:35 Geography Education in Nepal and other Countries Prof. Dr.  Narendra Raj Khanal 

 Activities for Attracting Students in Geography 

Prof. Dr. Mahesh Parajuli ( Since he 
was unable to physically attend the 
workshop, his materials was presented 
by Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal 
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  Technical Session II (Day Two)  

11:00 Tea, coffee  

11.10-
11.15 

Session Chair:  Prof. Upendra Man Mall 

  Group formation and group work   

11.15-
13:15 

Three groups were formed to discuss various issues in geography teaching and research and 
each group was headed by the team leader and facilitated by other faculties. Other participants 
joined anyone of the three groups as per their interest of contribution were joined the group. 
Those three groups and group leader and facilitators were the following 

Group 1:   School and Higher Secondary School- Prof. K. P. Poudel, Dr. Rajeev 
Upadhyaya,  
                 Dr. Prem Sagar     Chapagain (Other interested participants) 

      Group 2:    Bachelor level (Campuses) –Prof. Dr. Kamal Maiya Bhuju; Dr. Ashok 
Rajbanshi,   
                       Mr. Chhabi Lal Chidi, Mr. Dhyanedra Rai (Other interested participants) 

             Group 3:   Master‟s level and research –Prof. Dr. Hridaya Koirala, Prof. Dr. Pashupati 
Nepal,  
                              Dr. Shova Shrestha ( Other interested participants) 
Following were the themes for the discussion in the group work 

a. Placement of geography education – (arts/Science) 
b. Constraints and recommendation for curricula revision/development 
c. Constraints and recommendation for teaching and learning including materials 

and logistic support 
d. Awareness generation- modality and methodology 
e. Other issues ( if any)  

13:15-
14:35 

Session II: Plenary session (presentation and discussion) 
Presentation by Group 1 and discussion 
Presentation by Group 2 and discussion 
Presentation by Group 3 and discussion  

14:35-
14:14:45 

Closing Session 
  

 Session Chair 
Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj 
Khanal, HOD, CDGTU 

 Closing remarks from Chief Guest 

Prof. Dr. Shiva Lal 
Bhusal, Dean, 
Faculties of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, 
Tribhuvan University 

 Closing remarks  Prof. Upendra Man Mall 

 Closing remarks 
Prof. Ram Kumar 
Pandey 

 Closing remarks Prof. Dr. Bhim Subedi 

 Closing remarks from Representative of the Participants Mr. Bharat Raj Neupane 

 Remarks and closing of workshop 
Prof. Dr. Narendra Raj 
Khanal, Chair of Closing 
Session 
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Annex 3: Keynote Speech 

Key Note Speech “Establishing the Relevance of Geography in Education and National 

Development” delivered by  Pitamber Sharma in the Workshop on Importance of 

Geography in National Development and its Teaching and Research in Higher 

Education in Nepal, Asad 19 -20, 2074 (July 3-4, 2017), Hotel Hillside, Kirtipur, 

Kathmandu, Nepal Organized by Central Department of Geography 

Keynote speeches deal mostly with the big picture. I propose to digress a little and talk 

not about the big picture but the little things that can be done to make geography more 

relevant to our education and by implication to national development.  To pontificate on 

the relevance and importance of geography in education and national development 

among professional geographers is a bit like selling the beads to the bead-makers.  I will 

not attempt that. 

I believe that this workshop is not just another ritual but an earnest effort to review and 

assess the place and importance of geography in our education system and resolve to put 

in some serious work to attain that vision.  It is in that spirit that I make a few 

suggestions. 

Public Awareness of Geography and Diversity 

In the 1980s during Ronald Reagan’s presidency the National Geographic Society of the 

United States published a shocking report. It showed that 20% of students located the 

United States in Brazil; 95% of 18-24 could not locate Vietnam; 75% did not know where 

El Salvador was. Geography had all but disappeared from curricula of American schools. 

For a country that was built largely by immigrants, that was rich because of its diversity 

of people and resources,  a country that thrived on trade, that prided in its military 

prowess and its global economic and political leadership the findings came as a wake-up 

call.  There was a sense of urgency to recognise and establish the place and role of 

geography in education in general, and in understanding the “the wholeness of nations” 

in particular. 

  In September 1987 a joint resolution of Congress proposed the third week of 

November as Geography Awareness Week and was endorsed by Proclamation 5700 by 

the President of the United States. Since then the third week of November each year is 

observed as Geography Awareness Week in the United States. The proclamation 

emphasised the need to understand people, environment, political boundaries, resources 

and characteristics; appreciate the interdependence of the world and its physiographic, 

historic, social, economic and political aspects, and utilise the wealth of new knowledge 

generated through research. 

Nepal is a text book example of the implications of “areal differentiation” and diversity, 

be it physiography, micro-climate, geology, as well as aspects of economy, demography, 
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society, culture.    But the irony is that there is much less comprehension of Nepal’s 

physical, social and economic diversity in our policy space and even less awareness of the 

need to engage with expertise in aspects of geography and related modes of analysis. In 

much of our policy discussion geographical space very often is the ignored proverbial 

elephant in the room. The diversity experienced in real life is not reflected in the process 

of development thinking. 

There have been no efforts to measure the level off geographic knowledge at the school 

or college levels in Nepal. The first activity to raise the relevance of geography in our 

system of education should perhaps be to undertake a survey of basic geographic 

knowledge among school students, graduates and those engaged in development in 

various sectors. The University Grants Commission can perhaps legitimately support such 

activities. Periodic surveys of this nature at an interval of 4 or 5 years can provide the 

basis to establish the relevance of geography in education and society at large. 

We can also follow the US example and designate a week each year as Geography Week 

or Diversity Week. We can also make an effort  to get a political endorsement of the idea 

in the first session of the new Federal Parliament. The purpose of the 

Geography/Diversity week would be to raise awareness on geographical knowledge for a 

better appreciation of ourselves as a country and our contemporary world.  Various 

events can be organized around a central theme to highlight features of Nepal’s 

geographic diversity and its implication for development.  Nepal Geographical Society has 

to wake up from its untimely slumber. The Central Department of Geography needs to 

galvanise its faculty and students, and departments of geography in various other 

campuses, to define themes and in consultation with other geographers and those 

interested in geography  come up with action ideas for the observation of the Geography 

Week each year.  The observation can be gradually extended to all regions and provinces 

in the country through the network of schools and colleges. The work of the Association 

of American Geographers can provide pointers to the kind of activities that can be 

undertaken in our own context. Establishing the relevance of geography should first and 

foremost be the concern of geographers. 

Geography in Schools 

There is a general perception among professional geographers, and particularly those 

engaged in higher education in geography, that the exclusion of geography as a specific 

subject or discipline in the school curricula after the introduction of the New Education 

System Plan in 1971 led to the unraveling of the discipline and its prioritised importance 

in school education in general. This had a cascading effect on geography as a discipline in 

post-school education.  

 The introduction of NESP was an attempt to move away from the British system of 

school level education and curricula to the American system. In the process the 
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established disciplines of school curricula such as geography were replaced by a more 

generalised approach that would potentially provide students more choices in post 

school education. Geography as a full-fledged subject is offered as an optional (among 57 

other subjects) in secondary schools but only 9% of schools offer the subject to its 

students. 

It is claimed that the social sciences curricula in school education suffered as a result. 

Tthe disciplinary emphasis of the British approach was lost while the choice inherent in 

the American approach was never seriously pursued. 

The veracity of this assumption needs to be seriously explored and assessed. I propose 

that a special task force led by the Nepal Geographical Society or the Central Department 

of Geography (including school level geography teachers and those engaged in the 

preparation of the modules of geography in school-level Social Studies curricula) be 

constituted to examine this issue and come up with suggestions to improve the situation 

and propose alternative courses of action. An ideal or model geographical 

knowledge/concept bench-mark can be created for each level of school education and 

assess whether the existing curricula meets those standards. This requires a more holistic 

look at school curricula in general including such subjects as environment, population 

etc. 

Curricula is one aspect of the problem. The other and equally important is the training of 

teachers who teach the geography content of the school curricula. The enthusiasm and 

inquisitiveness aroused in the student by an effective teacher can be the critical 

motivator attracting students to geography in the post-school education system. This 

may require a closer look at the curricula and teaching of geography education at the 

higher secondary and graduate levels. 

A more disturbing trend is increasingly visible in higher secondary school education. 10+2 

is now universal and students are expected to choose among the education streams 

available to them, namely, sciences, management and education. Social sciences or 

liberal arts stream is rarely offered. In 2012 only 1% of the total higher secondary schools 

(39 out of 3596) offered a major in geography. I am told that geography as a disciplinary 

subject is offered only by Far Western University other than Tribhuvan University, 

although geographical content may be there in subjects  dealing with environment, 

natural resources, population, sustainable development etc. Very few private college 

offer geography at  10+2 or higher levels. As things stand the future of geography as a 

discipline in Nepali Universities appears largely bleak. 

Geography in Higher Education 

` There are presently altogether 21 campuses with programs in geography of which 

only two have programmes at the Masters level. More recent data might reveal the 

situation in greater detail. The trends however are clear – the number of students opting 
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for geography at undergraduate and post graduate level is declining. This trend at the 

post graduate level has been visible for some time. As a result the Masters level 

Geography programme had been opened for graduates from almost all faculties  with a 

Bachelors degree.  In spite of these initiatives things have come to such a pass that for 

the first time this year there were no students at the Masters level in the Central 

Department of Geography at Kirtipur.  

This state of affairs raises fundamental questions: how to make geography a subject of 

contemporary relevance in under graduate and graduate level education ? How to make 

geography an appealing subject to students, and a subject worth offering in colleges and 

Universities? A subject has contemporary relevance if it provides insights into 

contemporary problems and offers ways to deal with issues. A subject is appealing to 

students if it excites their interest and offers competitive value in the market of 

knowledge as well as skills. A subject is worth offering in colleges and Universities if it has 

enduring knowledge value to educate young minds, and if it continues to attract 

knowledge seekers and knowledge generators to make it academically and economically 

viable. These are some of the hard filters against which geography as a discipline in 

higher education has to be assessed to address problems of student enrolment and  

retention and to popularise geography as a rewarding field of graduate studies. It is in 

this vein that a few suggestions are offered below. 

 Make geography as a discipline more accessible. Offer geography as an optional 

in undergraduate sciences programmes. Devise concise courses in geographical 

concepts for those entering geography from other fields. The holier than thou 

attitude has to be discarded. 

 

 Design geography courses around relevant contemporary issues. Climate change, 

Natural disasters, Urbanization and Smart cities, Mapping and GIS applications, 

Local level Land use planning, Geography of Globalization, Economic Geography 

of Labour Migration in Nepal, Green Development, Tourism Planning for Local 

Development, Natural Resource conservation, Ecological studies, Political 

Geography of the Himalayas, Geography of Federalism, Marxist, post-marxist, 

post-modernist thoughts in Geography, specific courses in Thematic Data 

Analysis may be some of the relevant areas for designing new courses or 

tinkering with old ones. The semester system should give more autonomy to 

teachers in designing courses. Courses with contemporary relevance can be 

designed only when the bureaucracy associated with new course design and 

approval is made more faculty friendly. 

 

 Link geography courses with field exposure. This has always been a particular 

strength of geography as a discipline. Innovative ways of linking field work with 



19 

 

class work and problem-solving can be devised to strengthen geography as a 

‘hands-on’ discipline. 

 

 Specialization. Over the years most geography graduates from our university 

have gone on to fields in human geography rather than physical geography. With 

the four year bachelor’s course the continuation of a general geography course 

at the Masters level does not make much sense. It is therefore time to 

reconsider specialization in physical or human geography at the Masters level. 

This might raise a number of other concerns but the issue is worth seriously 

looking into. 

 

 Develop joint courses. There are a number of areas where joint courses can be 

designed in the earth sciences, particulalry, physical geography, geology, 

meterology, hydrology and environmental sciences. Such courses can also utilise 

existing faculty to the optimum. In aspects of human geography joint courses 

can be designed potentially with the departments of sociology, anthropology, 

economics, political science, rural development. 

 

 Encourage and promote Nepal-relevant research. Research has never been a 

priority in the Central Department of Geography or any other department at 

Tribhuvan University. Research is more incidental than intentional unless some 

joint programme makes it imperative. It is ironic that at a time when there are 

more potential funders of geographical and developmental research, the 

research output of the departments remain meager.   

The history of geography reveals that it is through explorations, large and 

small, and through the interpretation and reinterpretation of the dynamics of 

human-space interaction that geography has remained at the forefront of the 

knowledge enterprise. Changing environments and demographics, changing 

cultures, habitats and economies and consequent changes in relationships 

present the geographer with a plethora of research themes in Nepal that can be 

explored through a variety of theoretic lenses.  

Linkages need to be cultivated with key development organizations such 

as the National Planning Commission and sectoral development agencies as well 

as Provincial governments in the future for facilitating applied research oriented 

towards specific policy and programme goals. Post-graduate departments of 

geography have to evolve as the locus of research in their own right. The 

leadership of the departments should be judged on that basis. 

 

 Develop and sustain linkages. In the past decades the central department has 

made commendable efforts to develop academic exchange and collaborative 

research with Universities notably in Norway, UK and China. Many graduates 
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have immensely benefitted from it. This has to be strengthened and taken 

forward on an institutional basis. Outside linkages can bring fresh and novel 

ideas as well as resources and expose both the faculty and the students to the 

new frontiers of geographical research, methodology and teaching.   

 

 Building a sense of community. Institutional research requires a cohesive and 

cooperative, learning-sharing environment in the departments. As an outside 

observer for the past decades I have seen this environment deteriorate over the 

years. All academic institutions everywhere have a sense of quiet competition 

and rivalry. But when the rivalry reaches levels of negativity all concerned – the 

faculty, the students, the department and the general image projected to the 

outside world – suffer. The department has to guard itself against this tendency 

by being more open, transparent, objective and forward looking, taking relevant 

ideas irrespective of source and discarding practices that hinder cooperation and 

collaboration. Institutions cannot deliver effectively or prosper sustainably 

without building a sense of community.  

 

 Visibility. For geography to continually remain relevant as a discipline, visibility – 

in academia and intellectual discourse, and in the public space at large dealing 

with issues of public relevance – is extremely important. 

In academia it is through seminars, workshops, thematic brain storming 

etc that ideas can be presented, churned, critiqued and contested. This tradition 

is largely absent in the academic environment of higher education in Nepal and 

needs to be established. 

The importance of publication cannot be over-emphasised. As the saying 

goes an institution is only as good and as relevant as its latest publication. The 

life of academic journals in geography has been erratic at best, and largely 

unpredictable both in terms of periodicity, review and quality. The Himalayan 

Review, the flagship journal of the Nepal Geographical Society has not been 

published for quite some time. The departments in Kirtipur and Pokhara bring 

out their journals occasionally but attention to quality has often been lacking. 

An important aspect of visibility is to show how geographical modes of 

analysis can help address issues of development both at the popular level as well 

as at the level of policies and programmes. This means that in addition to being 

academics, to make geography relevant to the wider world, geographers have 

also to venture as public intellectuals offering their reasoned perspectives on 

national and regional issues. 
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Annex 4: Presentation in Technical Session 
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Geography in Higher Education 

Professor Indra P Tiwari 

Professor of Development Studies, and 

Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pokhara University 

Email: tiwari.hsdc@gmail.com 

 

Background 

At this stage I don’t go for the origin and the history of Geography. There is no doubt that 

Geography is one of the oldest fields of studies. Originally its scope was somehow limited to the 

description of Earth, resembling its literal meaning ‘earth description’.  

Description of any area and description of any area as a map or mental map are the early scopes 

of Geography. 

Travelers have explained geography in vivid coverage and maps have been seen since long. 

 

The history and evolution of the Geography discipline: Alexander von Humboldt 

The systematic teaching Geography in universities started in UK and France. The Nature of 

Geography by Hartshorne brought the subject in further limelight.  

After the World War II there was sudden increase in the study of Geography. 

Regional science, regional planning which incorporated both urban and rural spaces further 

strengthened Geography studies in the Universities. 

The issue of environment in the US further strengthened Geography. 

In the late 80s and in the 90s Geography declined in the universities, particularly in the US. This 

trend followed in many countries 

Some ups and downs in the student enrolments occurred elsewhere 

Where is Geography in universities in the world comparison? 

 Most universities in the west offer geography teaching 
o Britain dominates, USA follows, Australia has its own pace,  
o Non-English speaking world: Germany is the origin of modern geography and 

they are going on their own pace. 
o Eastern Asian countries: Major universities offer Geography programme in the 

Master degree and above.  

mailto:tiwari.hsdc@gmail.com
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o Degrees offered  BA, BSc (Major Geography); MA, MSc (Geography); MSc in 
(various applied branches of geography as well). Now, it is not exclusively 
Geography, but there are various subjects which come along with Geography or 
taught separately as the specialization of the geographic or spatial science. Some 
typical degrees are: 

 Master Degree in Geography 
 MRes Geography 
 Master's Programme in Earth Sciences 
 Master of Earth Sciences (Advanced) (MES) 
 Master in Geopolitical Studies (GPS) 
 Master in Geoinformatics 
 Master of Geographic Information Systems 
 Master in Remote Sensing & Geospatial Sciences 
 Master degree in Geosciences 
 Master in Economic Geography and Regional Development 
 Master in Geoeconomics and Regional Studies 
 Master's studies in Geographic Information Systems and Remote Sensing for 

Landscape Planning 
 Master of Space Studies 
 Master in Space Science 
 Master in Rural Development 
 Specialized Graduate Studies In Analysis And Prevention Of Natural Disasters 
 Master in Border Studies 
 Master in International Development Studies 
 Master’s Degree in territorial analysis and management: planning, governance, 

and territorial leadership 
 Master's program in Sustainable Communities 
 Master in Earth & Environment 
 Master in Energy & Environment 

These programmes prepare students for further study in academia, and establish their 

knowledge, skill use of technology, and practices set necessary for careers in related subjects. 

Traditional geography 

“Space”, “Location” and “Place” 

Place   Kirtipur is a place. Its absolute location  27°40’46” latitude &   

  85°16’55” longitude 

Location    Plant, Building, village, town, city … (Absolute & Relative locations) 

Space     Extent or area, usually expressed in terms of the earth’s surface. 

Order of geographic magnitude 

Maps 

Human-Environment Relations/Interaction 

Movement? 

Regional studies  

https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-Degree-in-Geography/Portugal/ICS/
https://www.masterstudies.com/MRes-Geography/United-Kingdom/The-University-of-Nottingham-Faculty-of-Social-Sciences/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Masters-Programme-in-Earth-Sciences/Sweden/University-of-Gothenburg-Faculty-of-Science/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-of-Earth-Sciences-(Advanced)-(MES)/Australia/ANU-Science/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-Geopolitical-Studies-(GPS)/Czech-Republic/FSV-UK/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-Geoinformatics/Czech-Republic/V%C5%A0B-TUO/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-of-Geographic-Information-Systems/USA/University-of-Central-Arkansas/
http://www.bu.edu/academics/grs/programs/earth-environment/ma-remote-sensing/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-degree-in-Geosciences/Portugal/ECUM/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-Economic-Geography-and-Regional-Development/Czech-Republic/University-of-Ostrava/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-Geoeconomics-and-Regional-Studies/Serbia/John-Naisbitt-University/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Masters-studies-in-Geographic-Information-Systems-and-Remote-Sensing-for-Landscape-Planning/Spain/Universidad-Cat%C3%B3lica-de-%C3%81vila/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Masters-studies-in-Geographic-Information-Systems-and-Remote-Sensing-for-Landscape-Planning/Spain/Universidad-Cat%C3%B3lica-de-%C3%81vila/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-of-Space-Studies-(Leuven-et-al)/Belgium/KU-Leuven/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-Space-Science/Taiwan/National-Central-University/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-International-Agribusiness-and-Rural-Development/Germany/UofG%C3%B6ttingen/
https://www.masteretudes.fr/Diplome-detudes-superieures-specialisees-en-analyse-et-prevention-des-risques-naturels/Canada/Universit%C3%A9-du-Qu%C3%A9bec-%C3%A0-Rimouski-UQAR/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-Border-Studies/Luxembourg/FLSHASE/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Master-in-International-Development-Studies/Czech-Republic/Palacky/
https://www.masterstudies.com/UniversityInter-university-Master%E2%80%99s-Degree-in-territorial-analysis-and-management-planning-governance-and-territorial-leadership-3rd-Edition/Spain/URV/
https://www.masterstudies.com/UniversityInter-university-Master%E2%80%99s-Degree-in-territorial-analysis-and-management-planning-governance-and-territorial-leadership-3rd-Edition/Spain/URV/
https://www.masterstudies.com/Masters-program-in-Sustainable-Communities/USA/Binghamton-University/
http://www.bu.edu/academics/grs/programs/earth-environment/ma-in-earth-environment/
http://www.bu.edu/academics/grs/programs/earth-environment/ma-energy-environment/
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The four historical traditions in geographical research:  

Area studies of places and regions,  

Earth sciences, 

Studies of human-land relationships 

Spatial analyses of natural and the human phenomena 

 

Regional science and Regional development (1940s to 1970s): A bug push to the study of 

geography. 

 

Geography: A Modern Synthesis (1972    scope with 5 areas of concentration): 

1. The environmental challenges, 
2. Human ecological response, 
3. Regional mosaics, 
4. Regional hierarchies, and 
5. Interregional stresses 

 

Spatial organization: The Geographer’s View of the World 

 From the origin of science through science and scientific explanation to THE SCIENCE OF 
GEOGRAPHY 

 Measurement, relationship and classification 
 Location theories  Locating human activities (Agriculture, industry, Central 

places)    Location and the use of land 
 Location and the use of rural land 
 Agriculture in the urban world 
 Land use patterns inside the city 

 Spatial interaction  
 Movement (and transport system) 

    Movement geometry (Point,  Line,  Area,  Volume) 

    Analysis of Networks and Flows including network design and  

   network performance 

     Movement, transport system and transport gaps 

 Spatial diffusion 
 

Analyzing Spatial Organization of Environments, Places, People & Organizations on Earth's 

Surfaces 

  Public decision making  Private decision making 
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Various branches of Geography 

 Physical Geography   &  Human Geography 

 Specialization: 

 Economic Geography  Regional Geography 

 Cultural Geography  Social Geography 

 Urban Geography / Urban Studies   Development Geography 

 Tourism Geography  Anthropogeography 

 Political Geography  Regional Studies 

 Rural Geography  Oceanography 

 Land Use Geography  Environmental Geography 

 Historical Geography  Population Geography 

 GIS/Remote Sensing  Transport Geography 

 Geomorphology and Natural Disaster  Development Planning  

 

Where do we stand on these four modes of education? 

 Far behind (in the early 70s) what we could and should have done 

 

What are our constraints? 

 Theoretical base only 

 Lacking high school courses in Geography 

 Less focus in undergraduate studies 

 Lack of dynamism 

 Gross deficiency on practical and applied sides 

 Incompetent course structure 

 Lack of dynamism in designing, offering and delivering courses 

 No timely revision of the courses 

 No forward linkages 

 Shadowed by populist courses 

 Mismatch between the input and the courses to be taught 

 Alumni feedback 

 Lacking scope/space in the private sector or employer’s dilemma  
 

Greatest shortcoming: Practicality & Competence 

Mismatch the demand and competencies of the graduates 

What should we do? 

Focus of the study (structure) 

 Knowledge    Technology   Skill   Practice 

 Course structure   Demand-based & faculty initiated 
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o Output and quality control   Market controlled 

 Skills should be given the highest priority followed by practice  Practicum 

 Research focus 

 Timely revision of courses with market demand  

 Matching courses with other subjects 

 Joint programmes 

 

Global trend after “Rediscovering Geography” of the US Government, 

    & 

“Geography Matters” approach of the World Bank  

 

Pedagogy: The course should be designed with instruction, interaction, participation, and 

practicum/practising modality of learning. 

Pedagogical inputs: on-campus learning through classroom discussions, seminars, presentations, 

group works, case analysis, laboratory tests, and guest lecture series, and  

Pedagogical inputs: off-campus learning through field studies and workshops, project works, on-

line instructions, internet conferencing and so on. 

The students will demonstrate their understandings and capabilities through class discussion, 

problem solving, seminar and presentation, document analysis, commentary on theories and 

practice, and writing examination. At the end of this course, students will be able to prepare or 

analyse any planning for public entity, or provide professional leadership for planning. 

Now, be alert for   

The future of Geography and the Geography of the future 

However, it  

LIES ON WHAT THE GEOGRAPHERS DO 

(Rediscover, Revitalize and Reinvigorate, Look Forward, Link with allied subjects, Create 

your own space and lead on knowledge, technology, skills and practice) 

 

Thank You 
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Prof. Mahesh Parajuli, Dean, School of Education, Kathmandu University provided his 

notes as the recommended activities to be performed to attract students in geography. 

Because of time constraint he could not physically present during the workshop but his 

message was presented by Prof. Narendra Raj Khanal, Head, Central Department of 

Geography. 
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Annex 6: Findings of Group Work 
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Annex 7: Photographs 
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Annex 8: News coverage 
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Annex 9 : Proposal Submitted to the University Grant Commission 

Appendix 4.14: Application Form for Funding to Organize 

Conference/Semianr/Workshop 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION 

Sanothimi, Bhaktapur, Nepal 

 

SC-1 

APLLICATION FOR SUPPORT TO ORGANIZE CONFERENCE 

(International and National Conference/Symposium/Seminar/Workshop) 

 

 

 

Check 

with √ 

Type of Program Duration 

(Days) 

  1. International Conference  

  2. National Conference  

  3. Local Conference  

  4. Symposium  

  5. Seminar  

  6. Workshop  

 

A. Organizing Institution 

A1. Organizing Institution/Department/School 

Central Department of Geography 

 

A2. Affiliated University: 

Tribhuvan University 



103 

 

A3. Mailing Address: 

Central Department of Geography 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal 

 

 

A4. Contact: Gyanu Raja Maharjan 

Phone: 4330329 

Email: info@cdgtu.edu.np 

Website:www.cdgtu.edu.np 

A5. Head of the Institution: 

Name: Narendra Raj Khanal 

Position: Head and Professor 

Phone:4274533  

Mobile: 9851126320 

Email: nrkhanal.geog@gmail.com 

A6. Focal Person: 

Name: Dr. Prem Sagar Chapagain 

Position: Associate Professor 

Phone:5534298 

Mobile:9841561737 

Email:ps.chapagain@gmail.com 

A7. Number of Students Bachelors Masters MPhil PhD 

 5  15 

A8. Faculty Members/ 

Research Fellows 

Education Full Time Part Time 

PhD with Postdoc 1  

PhD 7  

MPhil 1  

Masters 5  

B. Co-organizer (if any) 

 Organization Address/ Website 

1   

2   

3   

 

C. Research Activity of the Organizing Institution 

C1. Research Management Cell (RMC) or Equivalent Body  (Name, Year of Establishment, Current Head): 

 

C2. Peer-Reviewed Journal published by the Institution (if any) (Name, Starting Year, Frequency) 
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The Geographical Journal of Nepal. 1968, Annual 

C3. List of Funded Research Projects in the institution (within past 5 years): 

1. Situation of Springs, Ground Water Spring Potentiality and Gender Roles in Water Management: A Study 

of Melamchi Area, Sindhupalchok Nepal. Research project funded by Nepal Academy of Science and 

Technology/ Asian Development Bank (NAST/ADB). (2015-16) 

 

2. Working Towards Improving Resilience and Adaptive Capacity to Climate Change in the Hindu Kush-

Himalayan Region (China, Bangladesh, India &Nepal) (2013-2015). 

3. Climate Change Adaptation through Water Resource Management: Comparative Study between the 

Yellow and the Koshi River Basins (2013). 

 

4. Vulnerability Assessment of Meteorological Flash Floods in Poiqu/Bhotekoshi/Sunkoshi Watershed (2013) 

 

5. Change in River Morphology due to Inter-basins Transfer of River Flow and its Consequences: 

Comparative Study of Kulekhani and Rapti Basin in the Middle Hills of Nepal (2014-2015) 

 

6. Eco System Based Approaches to Adaptation: A Long Term Research Programme of Nepal (on going) 

 

7. Hazard Assessment in Poiqu (Bhote Koshi) River and Hazard Impacts on UBKHEP (on going) 

C4. List of Major Publications in Peer-Reviewed Journals from the Institution (within past 5 years): 

(Authors, Year, Title, Journal, Issue, Pages) 

1. N. R. Khanal, J.M. Hu, and P. Mool 2015 Glacial Lake Outburst Flood Risk in the Poiqu/Bhote Koshi/Sun 
Koshi River Basin in the Central Himalayas (2015) Mountain Research and Development, 35(4):351-364 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1659/MRD-JOURNAL-D-15-00009) 
 

2. J. S. Kargel, G. J. Leonard, D. H. Shugar, U. K. Haritashya, A. Bevington, E. J. Fielding, K. Fujita, M. 
Geertsema, E. S. Miles, J. Steiner, E. Anderson, S. Bajracharya, G. W. Bawden, D. F. Breashears, A. 
Byers, B. Collins, M. R. Dhital, A. Donnellan5 T. L. Evans, M. L. Geai, M. T. Glasscoe, D. Green, D. R. 
Gurung, R. Heijenk, A. Hilborn, K. Hudnut, C. Huyck, W. W. Immerzeel, Jiang Liming, R. Jibson, A. Kääb, 
N. R. Khanal, D. Kirschbaum, P. D. A. Kraaijenbrink, D. Lamsal, Liu Shiyin, Lv Mingyang, D. McKinney, 
N. K. Nahirnick, Nan Zhuotong, S. Ojha, J. Olsenholler, T. H. Painter, M. Pleasants, Pratima KC, QI Yuan, 
B. H. Raup, D. Regmi, D. R. Rounce, A. Sakai, Shangguan Donghui, J. M. Shea, A. B. Shrestha, A. 
Shukla, D. Stumm, M. van der Kooij, K. Voss, Wang Xin, B. Weihs, D. Wolfe, Wu Lizong, Yao Xiaojun, M. 
R. Yoder, N. Young (2015) Geomorphic and geologic controls of geohazards induced by Nepal‟s 2015 
Gorkha earthquake. Sciencexpress. ttp://www.sciencemag.org/content/early/recent/17 December 2015 / 
10.1126/science.aac8353. 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1659/MRD-JOURNAL-D-15-00009
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3. N. R. Khanal, P. K. Mool, A. B Shrestha, G. Rasul, P. K. Ghimire, R. B. Shrestha, S. P. Joshi (2015) A 
comprehensive approach and methods for glacial lake outburst flood risk assessment, with examples from 
Nepal and the trans-boundary area. International Journal of Water Resources Development. 31(2):219-
237, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/07900627.2014.994116. 
 

4. QI Wei, ZHANG Yili, GAO Jungang, YANG Xuchao, LIU Linshan, N. R. Khanal (2013) Climate change on 
the southern slope of Mt. Qomolangma (Everest) Region in Nepal since 1971. 2013. J. Geogr. Sci. 23(4): 
595-611. Science Press, Springer-Verlag. 

 

5. N. Sh. Chen, G. Sh. Hu, W. Deng, N. Khanal, Y. H. Zhu,  D. Han (2013) On the water hazards in the 
trans-boundary Koshi River basin. 2013. Nat. Hazards Earth Syst. Sci. 13, 795-808. www.nat-hazards-
earth-sys-t-sci-net/13/795/2013/ 
 

6. Kandel, P; Chapagain, P.S; Sharma, L.N; Vetaas, O.R. (2016). Consumption Patterns of Fuelwood in 
Rural Households of Dolakha District, Nepal: Reflections from Community Forest User Groups. Small-
scale Forestry, 1-15. DOI 10.1007/s11842-016-9335-0. 
 

7. Chapagain P. S. (2015). Tourism Development and Energy Consumption Pattern in Langtang Valley of 
Nepal Himalayas. Journal of Development and Administrative Studies (JODAS), 23(1/2):69-83. 
 

8. Izumi, M., Chapagain, P.S. (2014) Entrepreneurship in the Peripheral Regions: A Case of Tourism in the 

Himalayan Village Manang, Nepal. International & Regional Studies, Meiji Gakuin University, 46: 1－18. 

 

9. Chapagain, P. S., Bhusal J K. (2013). Changing water regime and adaptation strategies in Upper 
Mustang Valley of Upper Kaligandaki Basin in Nepal. Sciences in Cold and Arid Regions, 5 (1): 0133–
0139. 

 

 

 

D. Experience of the Institution in Organizing Similar Events 

Date Event No. of Local 

Participants 

No. of Foreign 

Participants 

8July2016  Climate Change Impact on Spring Water of Mid Hills of Nepal 

with Special Focus on Drudgery on Women 

65  

November 

2013 

Workshop on Working Towards Improving Resilience and 

Adaptive Capacity to Climate Change in the Hindu-Kush-

Himalayan Region in collaboration with ANU Climate Change 

Institute, Australian National University, Australia. 

8 20 

March 2011 Inception Workshop on Climate Change Adaptation through 

Water Resource Management: Comparative Study between the 

Yellow and the Koshi River Basins in collaboration with 

20 10 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/07900627.2014.994116
http://www.nat-hazards-earth-sys-t-sci-net/13/795/2013/
http://www.nat-hazards-earth-sys-t-sci-net/13/795/2013/
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Research Centre for IRBM, Peking University, Beijing, China 

and ICIMOD 

Oct 2012 International Symposium on “Changing Mountain Environments 

in Asia” in collaboration with the Hokkaido University and Global 

Land Project Sapporo Nodal Office, Japan. 

20 60 

Oct-Nov 

2011 

International Geographic Union (IGU) Conference on 

„Geography of Governance: Dynamics for Local Development‟ in 

collaboration with the IGU Commission of Geography of 

Governance 

25 40 

Dec 2009 National Seminar on Environment, Livelihood and Micro 

Enterprises sponsored by the University Grants Commission 

(UGC)/Nepal 

60  

 

 

E. Information About the Program 

E1. Website of the Event (Conference): Will be linked to the Department‟s Website ( www.cdgtu.edu.np) 

 

E2. Full Title of the Event:  Importance of Geography in National Development and Its Teaching and 

Research in Higher Education in Nepal 

E3. Subject: 

Geography 

E4. Specialization: 

Environment and development 

E5. Theme: 

 

E6. Date: 

May 25-26, 2017 

E7. Venue: 

Kathmandu 

E8. No. of Foreign Presentations Expected 

 

E9. No. of Local Presentations Expected 

60 

 

F. Co-Sponsors (if any) 

Co-Sponsor Support 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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G. Funding Requested 

G1. Total Expenditure Estimated 

177000.00 

G2. Funding Requested to the UGC 

100000.00 

 

 

H. Plan of Action (Proposal) (8-10 pages) 

 

1. Research Activities of the Institution 

 

The Central Department of Geography (CDG) is one of the leading Departments of Tribhuvan University. It 

was formally established in 1959. Since then, it has been actively serving the country in higher education and 

research.  The following are a few major research work completed within last 5 years by the Department. For 

details please see the attach Boucher of the Department. 

 

2016 Long term Research Project (LTRP) on Ecological Based Adaptation for Ministry of Population and 

Environment, Government of Nepal (on going) 

2015 Situation of Springs, Ground Water Spring Potentiality and Gender Roles in Water Management: A 

Study of Melamchi Area, Sindhupalchok, Nepal for National Academy of Sciences and Technology, 

Nepal 

2015 Review and Analysis of Existing Policies, Programs and Institutions on Hazard Risk Reduction in the 

Koshi Basin for ICIMOD 

2013 Climate Change Adaptation through Water Resource Management: Comparative Study between the 

Yellow and the Koshi River Basins for ICIMOD 

2013 Vulnerability Assessment of Meteorological Flash Floods in Poiqu/Bhotekoshi/Sunkoshi Watershed for 

ICIMOD 

2012 Change in River Morphology due to Inter-basins Transfer of River Flow and its Consequences: 

Comparative Study of Kulekhani and Rapti Basin in the Middle Hills of Nepal for University Grant 

Commission, Nepal 

2011-

2012 

GIS analysis of Land Use and Land Use Change and its Impacts under the “Research into Long Term 

Impact of Development Interventions in the Koshi Hills of Nepal” for GRM International Limited, 

London, UK 

2010 Study on the Rock Glacier Monitoring – Technology Transfer between the Eastern Alps and Eastern 

Himalayas: Climate Change Impacts, Tourism, Nomadic Communities in the Langtang Valley, joint 

study with the University of Technology and Karl Franzens University, Graz, Austria, and ICIMOD. 
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2. Purpose of the Program 

The main purpose of the workshop is to find/out the ways of attracting students and improve the quality of 

teaching and research of geography in higher education in Nepal. The specific aims of the workshops are the 

following. 

 To reassess the importance of geography in national development and planning 

 To find out the opportunities and challenges  of geography in the changing context of the 

country 

 To suggest the ways of revitalizing and improving geography teaching and research in 

higher education 
 

 

3. Relevance of the Program 

Geography is one of the oldest disciplines. Its teaching was started in 1947 at Intermediate level in 

Trichandra College. The Master‟s program in geography was started in 1960 in Kirtipur. Since then, its 

program in undergraduate level has been expanded in 18 constituent colleges including master‟s 

program in P. N campus Pokhara. 

 

Geography is an integrated field of studies that primarily deals with physical characteristics of the earth‟s 

surface, the human being and their activities, and the resulting landscape as an outcome of human-

environment interaction.  Geography is different things to different people. For instance the ordinary 

people usually consider it as the study of some factual information of the earth surface such as the 

longitude and latitude of a particular place, size and location of particular country, river or mountain etc.  

While some other people primarily consider it as a subject dealing with i) making maps and atlases,  ii) 

assessing of various natural resources at the different parts of the world. Geography in facts deals of 

these aspects too but its focus has so far been greater and wider than the ordinary people think. The 

contemporary geography deals with role of space in planning and development and go into the depth on 

the study of agriculture and food security, settlement and development planning, disaster risk 

management, population, migration and development, climate change adaptation and so on. Importantly, 

it uses sophisticated scientific computer based learning such as Remote Sensing (RS), Geographic 

Information System (GIS), Global Positioning System (GPS) in assessing the state and changing nature 

of resources and spatial planning so that the better decision options to planner and policy maker can be 

provided. However, these aspects of contemporary focus of teaching and learning in geography are in 

shadow at present. 

 

Geography offers an integrated knowledge which is very important in understanding the nature and the 

extend of the problems related to our environment and society. This sort of knowledge is very important 

for sustainable planning and development.  Importantly, Nepal is passing through the stage of state 

restructuring and the local administrative units are supposed to assess their resources and formulate 

plans for the development. In this context, the role of geography has increased.  However, it is a grave 

concern that the number of students at higher level of education has been decreasing. Thus the major 

challenge of geography  at present are i) how to attract students to geography in higher education, ii) 

what are the opportunities and challenges of geography as an academic discipline, iii) what majors need 
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to be taken to revive geography as an attractive subject in higher education. The proposed workshop will 

focused to these issues and provide recommendation to the concern organizations to response to these 

problems. 

 

4. Support Available and Institutional Preparedness 

There is no any support already available to organize the proposed national workshop. The Central 

Department of Geography is experienced in organizing such workshops and conference.  It will form an 

workshop/conference organizing committee under the chairmanship of the Head of the Central Department of 

Geography, Tribhuvan University. The other sub-committees will also be formed to successfully manage the 

event. 

5. Expected Participants and Presentations 

There will be about 60 participants in the workshop. At least one participant will be from each of the 18 TU 

constituent‟s campuses where there is Geography at undergraduate/ graduate level. It is also expected that 

all geography teachers working in colleges in Kathmandu valley will take part in the workshop. There will be 

about 10 senior geographers including some from Pokhara University and Kathmandu University. In addition, 

a few scholars will be invited to address the workshop. 

There will inaugural session, presentation session, group work and presentation plenary session will be 

organized (see attached program sheet). The focus of presentation will be on addressing the opportunities 

and challenges in geography teaching and research.  

 Contribution of geography and geographer in development in Nepal 

 Trend of geography teaching and research in higher education with especial focus to Nepal 

 Employment/research opportunity of geography graduates in Nepal 

 Linkage of geography education in school and university level teaching 

 Revitalization  and improvement in  geography teaching and research  

 

6. Expected Output 

There are many expectations from the workshop.  The workshop will give a detail reports on the various 

issues raised in section 3. It will especially highlights on the issues such as importance of geography in 

national development and in higher education in Nepal, causes of decreasing students in geography at higher 

education,  and  recommend the activities and way forward  to revitalize geography at school level and in 

higher education  in Nepal. 

7. Detailed Budget and Support Requested 

The total estimate budge is Nrs.177000.00. The major expenses will be in transportation, lunch and 

accommodation of the outside participants. 

 



110 

 

 

Items Unit Rate Total 

Transportation to participants 13 2500 32500 

Launch 60 500 60000 

Accomodation (3 nights) 13 500 19500 

Tea/coffee/snacks (two days)     20000 

Stationary     10000 

Hall + Projector     15000 

Local transportation     5000 

Preparation of final report     10000 

Miscellanous     5000 

Total     177000 

Budget requested from UGC     100000 

Contribution from host institution     77000 

 

Out of the total budget of NRs 177000, only 100000 (56.5 percent of the total budget) is requested from the 

UGC. The remaining cost will be covered by the Central Department of Geography. 

Brief Resume of the Chair of the Organizing Committee and the Keynote Speaker 

The Chair of the Organizing Committee for the proposed workshop is Dr. Narendra Raj Khanal, Professor 

and Head of the Central Department of Geography, Tribhuvan University. He worked as Post-Doctoral 

Research Fellow at the Laboratory of Geoecology, Graduate School of Environmental Earth Science, 

Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan (for 2 years from 2003-2005).He has more than 36 years of 

experience in teaching and research. He has been involved in many international, regional and national level 

research projects, name a few PAPRIKA (CryosPheric responses to Anthropogenic PRessures in the HIndu 

Kush-Himalaya regions: impacts on water resources and society adaptation in Nepal) supported by European 

Union, and other  projects in the field of hazard, vulnerability and risk assessment and mapping supported by 

ADB, World Bank, GTZ,  IUCN, UNU, ICIMOD, IFAD and Nepal Government. He has prepared more than 

100 research reports and published several books and articles focusing on environmental issues, 

vulnerability and risk assessment and adaptation strategies. He has been involving in organizing several 

national level and international level meetings, workshop and conferences, name a few, International 

Symposium on the Himalayan Environments: Mountain Sciences and Ecotourism/Biodiversity, 24-26 

November 2000, Kathmandu which was jointly organized by  the Graduate School of Environmental Earth 

Science, Hokkaido University and Institute of Science and Technology, Tribhuvan University and published 

proceedings of the symposium in co-authorship with Teiji Watanabe, Seth Sicroff, and Madhab P. Gautam 

and International Symposium on Changing Mountain Environments in Asia in collaboration with the Hokkaido 
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University and Global Land Project, Sapporo Nadal Office in October 2012. Similarly, He organized several 

inception and dissemination workshops to initiate research work and disseminate research findings with 

participation of international experts and research project teams.  

The Keynote Speaker is Professor Dr. Pitamber Sharma, highly qualified and experienced geographer of 

Nepal. He has served as the Vice-Chancellor of National Planning Commission, Government of Nepal. He 

has also served many international organizations such as International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development (ICIMOD). He has delivered keynote speeches in several national and international 

conferences, name a few, the International Symposium on Changing Mountain Environments in Asia in 

Kathmandu in October 2012. He has given consent to be the keynote speaker in the proposed workshop. 

Other invited key participants will be the senior professors of geography. Prof. Upendra Man Malla, President 

of Nepal Geographical Society; Prof. Chandra Bahadur Shrestha, former Head of the Central Department of 

Geography; Prof. Dr. Vidya Bir Sing Kansakar, Prof. Ram Kumar Pandey and Prof. Keshava Nanda Giri 

former Head of the Department of Geography Education; Prof. Dr. Indra Tiwari (Geographer), Dean, Pokhara 

University; Dr. Mahesh Parajuli (Geographer), Dean, Kathmandu University. 

I. Document Checklist 

I1. Before the Program (Indicate by √ )  I2. After the Program (submit later) 

1. Completed Application Form √  1. A Cover Letter signed by the Organizer 

2. Program Brochure   2. A Narrative Report of the Program 

3. Plan of Action (Proposal)   3. A Copy of the Certificate Distributed  

4. Letters from Co-Sponsors   4. A Copy of Attendance 

5. Letter from Key Participant   5. Financial Report 

6. CV of Key Participant   6. Photographs 

7. CV of the Chair of the Organizing Committee    

 

J. Undertaking by the Applicant 

I hereby declare that the above statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and that I 

understand it is made for use as evidence in pertaining procedure and is subject to penalty for false 

statement and deception. 

 

________________________________ 

Signature 

Name of the Head of Institution: Narendra Raj Khanal 

Position: Head and Professor 

Institution: Central Department of Geography 

Address: Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Date: February 19, 2017                          Official Seal 


